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Education begins with language. 
Therefore, there is symbolic relationship 
between language and education which is 
perceived within the context of formal and 
informal education for any language to be 
meaningful. The only means to move the 
world from a violence-free culture to a 
peaceful culture is only through education. 
There is more concern with regards to the 
issue of peace world wide due to its 
constant and continuous treat to human 
existence. UNESCO has been committed, 
since its founding in 1945, to the 
promotion of a culture of peace, in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
accordance with the principle enshrined in 
the preamble of its constitution: “since 
wars begin in the mind of men, it is in the 
minds of men that the defenses of peace 
must be constructed.” UNESCO/ 
CARNEID: (2000) 

There have been cases of struggle 
for dominance among constituents’ tribes 
and culture in Nigerian being it a 
heterogeneous country which causes a lot 
of violence. This lead to the civil war of 
1967 to 1970 (Akudolu, 2006) and other 
series of riots, battles, conflicts and crises 
caused by sentiments, greed, selfishness 
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Abstract 
One of the most critical problems facing the world is the issue of war 
and peace.” Establishing the lasting peace is the work of education; all 
politics can do is keep us out of war” this is according to Maria 
Montessori. It is time for language educators all over the world to 
consider how to teach about issues of peace education in our classes and 
encourage our student to work for a better understanding and a more 
peaceful future. This paper introduces peace, it goals and how to 
integrate language teachers in inculcating peace into their students. This 
could be done through integrating peace education in the (MDGs) 
objectives for it to be implemented by the teachers. It also looks into the 
constraints to development of peace education that teachers of language 
can be faced with and some recommendations to help in developing the 
peace education. 
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and chauvinism. For Nigerian unity to be 
maintained, the is need to integrate peace 
education concepts and slogans into every 
area of the school programmes at all basic 
school level which is a paramount 
importance for survival of Nigeria as a 
Nation. As a result of all these, the 
government initiatives are the 
establishment of unity secondary schools 
in different states of the federation, setting 
up the National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) programme which necessitates 
that every Nigerian graduate is to serve the 
country for one year in any state of the 
federation that is not the person state of 
origin Akudolu, (2006). It was established 
by decree No. 24 of 22nd May 1973. The 
Millennium development goals (MDGs) 
are another initiative of the Federal 
Government towards achieving its 
development project in all aspects globally.
      
Peace Education  

There is a popular saying as 
regards peace which says ‘although the 
non-violent walk of freedom is long, it is a 
sure way to peace.’ A number of 
approaches to peace education have been 
put forth by leading authors (Fountain, 
1999). These approaches to fountain, are 
distinguished by their assumptions that 
peace education is primarily either a 
knowledge based subject that can be 
directly taught in the school curriculum; a 
set of skills and attitudes that can be 
taught; or a combination of the two.  

Peace is paramount to the 
development of any nation. If there is no 
peace, there is no any way that a nation can 
achieve its vision or any development. 

This idea of culture of peace, born in 
Africa in 1989, has now grown into a 
global movement. It began as a call to base 
our action on the “universal values of 
respect of life, liberty, justice, solidarity, 
tolerance, human rights and equality 
between men and women”. Peace is 
neither subjugations to situations nor a 
passive acceptance of injustice, 
discrimination, and war, but rather 
recognition of these problems and 
addressing them in a peaceful manner. 

Peacemaking skills need to be 
inculcated into school programmes where 
students learn how to communicate 
independently with one another (Gumut, 
2003). As one of the primary agents of 
socialization, the school is expected to 
develop in all students the intangible 
qualities of self confidence and emotional 
security which will make this possible. 
However, this change cannot be effected in 
isolation; all element of the society must 
be involved and committed in the thrust. 
Through peace education we can awaken 
in our schools the send of civic and public 
responsibility, a recognition and 
acceptance of the fact that, in the words of 
John Donne, “no man is an island entire to 
himself; every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main..” and, thus, 
every one violence is an assault on the 
body politics (UNESCO).  
 
Goals of Peace Education 
The Common goals among others are: 
a. To teach peace as a process 
b. To foster change in other to make 

the world a better and more humane 
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place; and to understand violent 
behaviour 

c. To explore peace both as a state of 
being and as an active process for 
the promotion of a positive human 
relations 

d.  To mobilize pupils and teacher to 
take part in the campaign for change 
as a way of appreciating the riches of 
the concept of peace  

e.  To examine obstacles to peace at an 
individual, group, institutional and 
societal level; and to build self 
esteem through constructive and 
non-hostile peer relationships (Harris 
2000).  

 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)  

The MDGS is another initiative, as 
earlier mentioned by the Federal 
Government towards achieving its 
developmental projects aims in all aspect. 
Among the MDGs aims are: eradicating 
poverty and hunger, development of 
partnership for development, promotion of 
gender equality, women empowerment, 
reduction of child mortality, improvement 
of maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other diseases, ensuring 
environmental sustainability and the 
achievement of universal primary 
education (UPE) 

The MDGs goals with regards to 
achievement of UPE are that of re-training 
teachers towards capacity, building in 
improving the quality of education 
delivery in primary schools. The Federal 
Ministry of Education (FME) organizes the 
workshop through the National Teachers 
Institute (NTI) and it is being funded from 

debt relief council. The objectives of the 
workshop were to  

1. Disseminate innovative practical 
skills that would enhance the 
teachers’ effectiveness and 
promote greater mastery of the 
subject matter by pupils; 

2. Update the teachers’ knowledge of 
subject matter;  

3. Contribute to the development of 
positive self concept and attitude 
towards the teaching profession; 
and  

4. Enable teacher to make pupils to 
perceive learning as an interesting 
and pleasant activity that promotes 
the development of self 
understanding, inquiry and critical 
thinking skills.  
The focus of the program is based 

on the four (4) core primary school 
subjects (mathematics, English language, 
primary science and social studies), 
school-based assessment, and 
improvisation of instructional materials, 
computer appreciation and sensitization on 
the 9 years basic education curriculum. 
The workshops are conducted in the 
selected and equipped centers in the states 
of the federation.  
 
Integrating Language Teachers for 
Peace Education in MDGs Workshop  

The workshops for classroom 
teachers should be structured and greater 
emphasis should be placed on: 

i. Educating teachers on the concept 
of healthy classroom culture;  
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ii. Assisting them in dealing with 
their own frustrations and 
emotional hurts; 

iii. Teaching them effective 
counseling and listening 
techniques. 

 
In the training workshops, the 

participants/teachers should be invited to 
consider the importance of their role in 
helping to foster in the young learner the 
kind of qualities which identify the whole 
and healthy individual. Focus should also 
be placed on their potential to help mould 
their students into good leaders of 
tomorrow who: 

1 Loves themselves completely; 
2 Are emotionally secure and self 

confident; 
3 Respect cultures different from 

their own; 
4 Demonstrate excellence skills in 

critical thinking and problem 
solving  

 
The Impacts of Language Teacher on 
Peace Education  

We need to understand not how to 
avoid conflict but rather ways to manage it, 
so that conflict can become a positive 
factor in our life. The teachers bring 
themselves to the classroom. If teachers 
have a naturally positive and resourceful 
attitude to life and to themselves, this 
attitude cannot fail to be transmitted to 
their students as the unconsciously model, 
in the everyday interaction, the self-respect 
and confidence in their own abilities which 
they expect their students to demonstrate. 
Teachers’ own attitudes and self image 

will, therefore, determine how effective 
they are in reading the children in their 
class and in engaging the minds of the 
children in rewarding a productive effort.  

Insecure teachers who perhaps feel 
less confident about their own personal 
resources will also be less able to pass on 
positive attitudes to their class. It is not 
possible to give another something which 
he himself may not have. There are, 
admittedly, examples of extreme, typical 
leader behaviour, and such examples are 
regrettably occurrences. These are instance 
of the insensitive labeling or singling out 
of the child or young person who presents 
specific teaching challenges cannot fail to 
have an impact of the psyche of that child. 

Teachers in a classroom have 
incredible power over the minds of the 
children in their care. The most dedicated 
teacher and most indifferent teacher both 
have their impact while there are many 
children who have positive experience of 
school and the classroom. Unfortunately, 
there are others who experiences are 
painful. Can there be any excuse for a 
teacher who speaks to a child in abusive 
language and then reports that same child 
for punishment when the child replies in 
kind? Students are not mere objects to be 
disciplined, but subjects who have to 
create and uphold discipline themselves. 
 
Integrating the Peace Education 
through Language Teachers for the 
Achievements of Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
  To learn how to think globally, 
you have to act locally in your own 
classroom. There should be nothing more 
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important today than to work towards 
peace in the world on all levels, including 
the modern language classroom. This is 
done through the language teacher. It 
should always be put in mind that peace is 
not just a goal but also a process. This 
means that the active role of students in 
building peace is an integral part of the 
peaceful life to be sought because students 
are not mere objects to be disciplined, but 
subjects who have to create and uphold 
discipline themselves. 

In developing the peace education, 
the language teacher and students are both 
vital in teaching leaving atmosphere. Due 
to the fact that today’s researchers are 
stressful on the teaching method of learner-
centered-approach, the language teacher 
should combine narration, role-play and 
interesting games and exercises in teaching 
peace education. This approach is to make 
students interested in learning the materials 
and also allows the teacher to teach 
effectively, creatively and flexibly. For this 
reason the diligent, patience and 
preparation are crucial in making peace 
education beneficial for developing 
peaceful and humane attitudes among 
students as future leaders. 

The language teacher’s role in the 
process of peace education development is 
to also counter, tactfully, any expressions 
of feeling which are displayed in a way 
which invalidates the self or others in the 
school. The teacher should, in a way, 
acknowledge the expressed feelings while 
still seeking to direct the students away 
from the usual put downs, insults, and 
prejudicial statements and into alternative 
and more appropriate forms of expression. 

The teacher is expected to model the kind 
of behaviour and attitudes which the class 
is working to achieve and also share 
experiences of learning and growing with 
the class as well. The teacher can also use 
English textbooks that feature language 
lessons build around peace topics, articles, 
posters portraying peace and shunning 
conflicts, and poetry that has the theme of 
peace. Then using group discussions and 
workshop for students will help in 
developing this education for teacher and 
learner. “Since wars begin in the minds of 
men, it is the minds of men that the 
defense of peace must be constructed” and 
“if you want to reach peace, teach peace”. 
 
Constraints to Development Peace 
Education 
  Obstacles that do hinder the 
development of peace education include 
the following:  

1 Peace is ranked in the same 
category as “international 
friendship” which is highly praised 
as a general educational aim but 
which no teacher feels personally 
responsible for.  

2 Teachers find themselves in an 
overcrowded classrooms and all 
the stresses and strains of being 
undervalued and under paid, 
understandably many often 
transmit their frustration to the 
students by invalidating them. 

3 Teacher in a classrooms have 
incredible power over the minds of 
students under their care. Due to 
individual differences, some 
students’ performances are poor, 
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so they are referred to as 
“worthless” or “stupid” which can 
lead to negative impact on them.  

4 Preparing teachers to deal with the 
linguistic, cultural and religious 
tensions that arise in multicultural 
classrooms are often overlooked. 
There are instances whose 
complex issues or “hot” topics can 
come up in a class which are 
intimidating.  

5 Lack of programmes, textbooks 
and often facilities that will help 
the smooth running of the 
curriculum. 

 
Conclusion 

It is very vital to inculcate peace in 
the minds of our younger generation by 
introducing them to peaceful co-existence 
while they are still in their tender age. For 
this, the Federal government should revise 
the objectives of the MDGs by integrating 
Peace education for the teachers to utilize 
it when they are in their classrooms. Peace 
is an urgent necessity not only for a reason 
that most part of the world are not 
experiencing deep conflict, but for the 
reasons that conflict is a reality of life 
occurring at anytime due to the class of 
interests, ideas, political orientations, 
religion, economic system etc.  
 
Recommendations   
 Teachers and the general public 
should be convinced at all levels of 
education that peace education is one of 
the most important challenges and 
opportunities in years to come.  

1. This education is a life- long process 
which starts with the family, 
continues at school and must be 
practiced thereafter in jobs and 
profession. Peace education should, 
therefore, be introduced in teacher 
training seminars, conferences, in 
professional publications, in 
language textbooks, and in national 
and local curriculum. 

2. Language teachers should initiate 
and integrate activities for peace 
education Benjamin Franklin once 
said that “Tell me and I forget. 
Teach me and I remember. Involve 
me and I learn.” We should involve 
students in peace education activities 
so that they learn how to build a 
peaceful world because they are 
tomorrow leaders. This cannot be 
excluded from modern language 
teaching.  

3. Most important is that of changing 
the attitudes of some teachers and 
that peace education is relatively 
connected to teaching style. The 
authoritarian approach, where 
questions are only asked to find out 
whether pupils know the correct 
answers, and not what they really 
think or believed, should be replaced 
with a learner-centered-approach 
where students are made active and 
not passive part of the lesson. 
Encourage the students for better 
understanding and involve 
everybody in the classroom to make 
them feel important. It can be 
through group discussions, role-play 
and workshop for students.    
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4. Encourage for better understanding 
build involve everybody in the 
classroom to make the feel 
improvement. It can be through 
group discussions, role –play and 
workshop for students.  

5. Teachers know that a democratic 
teaching style is educationally more 
preferable, but they find reasons for 
not implementing it all the time: 
larges classes, a pressing teaching 
load, too much content to cover, 
classrooms not suitable for group 
work, large number of students, to 
mention but a few. Peace education 
in the classrooms starts with “to 
educate for peace starts with a 
peaceful educator”. If a teacher is the 
scolding or shouting type tens to 
make his lesson not peaceful, so not 
conducive for peace education.  
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